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3403 Unioniown Road

There is a ghost at the Old Carroll Gounty Jail in Westminster who would like to find this
property. On Christmas night 1844, a vagrant prisoner with a mis-shapen head known as Big
Tom committed suicide in the jail. Dr. Fletcher Zollickoffer was called in as coroner and was
so fascinated by Big Tom's head that he decapitated him and took the head to his home (at this
location) as a specimen for his studv of phrenology. Since that time. a headless ghost has
roamed the jailyard and old jail in search of its head. In 1853. the Methodist Protestant
Church bought Dr. Zollickoffer's house to use as a parsonage. The Zollickoffer house was
demolished in 1884 and replaced by a new parsonage which is the current structure at 3403
Uniontown Road. The architecture of this house. while similar in plan and shape to the other
mid-to-late nineteenth century houses in Uniontown, contains one feature that is unique in
Uniontown but is frequently found in farmhouse design throughout this region. This feature is
the gabled dormer centrally located on the roof. These dormers were a popular ornamental
feature that were added to old houses during remodeling as well as used in new construction.
This example has a simple round-arch window in the gable. This house also has excellent or-
namentation on its three-bay, one-story front porch.
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